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two little countries were complementary : the Dutch lived by
overseas trade and had valuable colonies, while the Belgians
were mainly agricultural and industrial producers. But there
were lines of cleavage which made fusion impossible. For one
thing the Dutch were ardently Protestant, while many Belgians
were equally ardent Catholics ; and King William I, though in
some respects an able and enlightened ruler, did nothing to
overcome these repugnances. There were'two parties among
the Belgians, the " clericals," who wanted to restore the
privileges of the Catholic Church, and the " liberals," who held
by the doctrines inherited from the French Republic. The
King antagonised both these elements, the former by his in-
sistence on religious equality, and the latter by his undisguised
favouritism towards his Dutch subjects. The Dutch language
was made compulsory in all public affairs ; taxes were imposed
which fell more heavily on Belgian produce than on Dutch
commerce; Belgium, with a population nearly double that of
Holland, had no more seats in the combined Parliament; in
the army there were only 200 Belgian officers out of a total of
2000; and so on.
Realising that their only chance lay in united action, the two
Belgian parties formed a union in 1828; but the King curtly
refused their petition for a separate Government under his
crown. The explosive material was detonated by the July
Revolution in Paris. The performance of an opera at Brussels,
in which the action was based on similar conditions, sent the
audience into the streets shouting: "Faisons comme les
Frangais ! " (6th August 1830). By the following morning the
whole city was in an uproar, a Provisional Government was set
up, and the old standard of Brabant was floating above the Town
Hall. The Crown Prince appeared on the scene with some
troops, but could make no progress through the barricaded
streets, and was forced to retire. The revolt quickly spread to
other towns, including Luxembourg, which was a personal
possession of the House of Orange. The King now gave way
to the demand for Home Rule, but it was too late. The